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THE HINDU MARRIAGE ACT 
 

1. Who are the persons governed by this Act? 

Ans. All Hindus, Buddhists, Jains and Sikhs. 

2. What should be minimum age of bride and bride-groom at the time of 
marriage? 

Ans. Bride-18 years, Bride-groom-21 years. 

3. What marriages are void and what marriages are voidable? 

Ans. 
 

Void Marriages Voidable Marriages 
Where it contravenes any one of 
the following conditions: 

a) Either party has a 
spouse living at the 
time of marriage. 

b) Parties are within 
prohibited 
relationship. 

c) Parties are sapindas 
of each other. 

Marriage may be annulled by a decree of 
nullity on any of the following grounds: 
 1. Impotency of respondent. 

 2(a) Respondent was Incapable 
  of giving a valid consent to 
  marriage     because      of  
  unsoundness of mind. 
(b) Respondent was suffering 

from mental disorder of such a 
kind or to such an extent as to 
be unfit for marriage and 
procreation of children. 

(c) Respondent was subject to 
recurrent attacks of insanity. 

3 The consent of the petitioner 
was obtained by force or by 
fraud. 

4 The respondent at the time of 
marriage was pregnant by 
some person other than the 
petitioner. 
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IH$Du IVVAH aI~INYM 

PrzN YH aI~INYM IKS-IKS OYIDT PR LAGu HOTA He ? 

mrj (K) IH$Du 

(k) Bo% 

(G) JeNi 

(g) ISk 

PrzN  IVVAH KE SMY VR aoR V~u Ki KM SE KM @Mr DYA HONi CAIHl ? 

mrj  V~u – 18 Vĥ aoR VR – 21 Vĥ 

PrzN  KoN SE IVVAH aMA$Y Hem aoR KoN SE aMA$YKRniY Hem ? 
aMA$Y IVVAH aMA$YKRniY IVVAH 

JHAv INENILIkT MEm SE IKSi bi 

PIRI_tIT Ki aVHELNA HOTi HO - 
K) IVVAH KE SMY KO`̂ bi PX  
    PHLE SE IVVAIHT NHim HONA   
    CAIHl| 
k) YID DONOm PX IKSi INIh% IRzTE MEm  
   HOm 
G) YID DONOm PX lK-DuSRE  
   sapindas HOm 

INENILIkT KE aA~AR PR IFØi }ARA 

IVVAH aMA$Y HO SKTA He – 
1) PrITVADi KE NPUmSK HONE Ki I_tIT  
   MEm| 
2) (K)  YID KO`̂ PX IVVAH KE ILl  
        IKSi MANISK ROG KE KARn  
        SHMIT DENE MEm aSMt^ HO| 
   (k) YID PrITVADi IKSi lESE  
       MNOIVKAR SE PiIF+T He IK  

       IVVAH V BPCE PeDA KRNE KE ILl  

       aYOXY He| 

   (G)  VH I_tIT IJSMEm sADi KE SMY 
        SE PrITVADi PAGLPN KE aAVTî  
        DoRE SE PrbAIVT HO| 
3) YID YAICKAKTA ̂Ki SHMIT BL YA  
   ~OkE SE PrAIT Ki G`^ HO| 

4)  YID PrITVADi IVVAH KE SMY  
   YAICKAKTA^ KE aLAVA IKSi DuSRE  
   OYIDT SE Gb^VTi HO| 



 18 

4. What are the provisions regarding restitution of conjugal rights 
under Hindu Marriage Act? 

Ans. When either spouse has withdrawn from the society of the other without 

any reasonable excuse, Court may pass a decree for restitution of 

conjugal rights. 

5. What are the grounds on which divorce can be obtained under Hindu 
Marriage Act? 

Ans. A petition for divorce may be filed after one year of the marriage.  In case 

of exceptional hardship to the petitioner or of exceptional depravity on the 

part of the respondent, a petition may be allowed to be presented before 

one year. 

 Marriage may be dissolve by a decree of divorce on the following grounds: 

1. Respondent had voluntary sexual intercourse with any person 

other than the spouse after the marriage. 

2. Respondent has treated the petitioner with cruelty. 

3. Respondent has deserted the petitioner for a continuous period 

of not less than two years. 

4. Respondent ceased to be a Hindu. 

5. Respondent has been incurably of unsound mind. 

6. Respondent has been suffering from virulent and incurable form 

of leprosy. 

7. Respondent has been suffering from venereal disease in a 

communicable form. 

8. Respondent has renounced the world by entering any religious 

order. 

9. Respondent not heard of as being alive for a period of seven 

years or more.   

Either party may obtain divorce: 

10. On the ground that there was no resumption of cohabitation for 

period of one year or more after decree of judicial separation 
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PrzN  IH$Du IVVAH aI~INYM KE a$TGT̂ VeVAIHK aI~KAROm Ki BHALi KE ILl DYA 
PrAV~AN Hem ? 

mrj  YID lK PX KO DuSRE PX KE SMAJ SE IBNA IKSi @ICT BHANE KE INKAL 
IDYA GYA HO, TO $YAYALY VeVAIHK aI~KAROm Ki BHALi KE ILl IFØi PAS 

KR SKTA He| 

PrzN  IH$Du IVVAH aI~INYM KE a$TĜT IKS aA~AR PR TLAK PrAIT IKYA JA 
SKTA He? 

mrj  IVVAH KE lK Vh^ PzCATª TLAK KE ILl YAICKA DAYR Ki JA SKTi He| 

aSA~ARn KIwNA` ̂YA PrITVADi Ki aOR SE aSA~ARn br"WTA KE KES MEm lK 

Vh ̂ SE PHLE TLAK YAICKA Pr_TUT KRNE Ki aNUMIT Di JA SKTi He| 
INENILIkT aA~AR PR TALAK KE aADEs Ki IFØi KE }ARA IVVAH bmG HO 

SKTA He - 

(1) YID IVVAH KE BAD aPNE SAti KE aLAVA IKSi DuSRE OYIDT KE SAt 

_VeIcK SmbOG IKYA HO| 

(2) PrITVADi NE sADi HONE KE BAD SE VADi KE SAt ØuRTA KA OYVHAR IKYA HO|  

(3) YID PrITVADi NE DuSRE PX KA PIRRYAG IKYA HO (KM SE KM INRmTR DO SAL 

KE ILl)| 

(4) YID ~M^ PIRVT^N KE KARn PrITVADi IH$Du N RHA HO| 

(5) YID PrITVADi aROXY PAGLPN SE PiIF+T HO| 

(6) YID PrITVADi @Gr V LA`^LAJ KU"w ROG SE PiIF+T HO| 

(7) YID PrITVADi SmØAMK YoN ROG SE PiIF+T HO| 

(8) YID PrITVADi IKSi ~AIM^K GwN KO aPNAKR DUINYADARi RYAG DETA He| 

(9) YID PrITVADi KE JiIVT HONE KE BARE MEm SAT Vh ̂YA @SSE aI~K TK N 
SUNA HO| 

KO`^ bi PX INENILIkT KE aA~AR PR bi TLAK LE SKTA He - 

(10) YID $YAIYK aLGAV Ki IFØi KE BAD lK Vh^ YA @SSE aI~K Ki aVI~ 

TK DONOm PXOm KE BiC SHVAS N HUaA HO| 
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11. There has been no restitution of conjugal rights for a period of 
one year or more after decree for restitution of conjugal rights.  

Wife may also seek divorce on the following ground: 

12. In case of marriage before 1955 act, the husband had married 
again before such commencement or that any other wife of the 
husband was alive at the time of solemnization of marriage of 
petitioner. 

13. The husband, after marriage, has been guilty of rape, sodomy 
or bestiality. 

14. Co-habitation not resumed for one year or more since passing 
of decree/order for maintenance against husband under Section 
125 Cr.P.C or under Hindu Adoptions & Maintenance Act, 1956. 

15. Marriage was solemnized when petitioner was below 15 years 
of age and she has repudiated the marriage, after attaining the 
age of 15 years, and before attaining the age of 18 years.  

Divorce under customary law is recognized under Section 29 
of Hindu Marriage Act.  Such custom and usage should have 
been continuously observed for a long time, having obtained the 
force of law among Hindus in any local area, Tribe, Community, 
groups or family. Rule should be certain and not opposed to 
public policy. 

6. Whether a petition under Hindu Marriage Act cannot be filed within 
one year of the marriage? 

Ans. Yes, a petition under Hindu Marriage Act cannot be filed within one year of 
the marriage except with the permission of the Court. 

7. When can a person re-marry after passing of decree of divorce? 

Ans. When a marriage has been dissolved by a decree of divorce and either 
there is no right of appeal against the decree or if there is such a right of 
appeal the time for appealing has expired without an appeal having been 
presented, or an appeal has been presented but has been dismissed, it 
shall be lawful for either party to marry again. 
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(11) YID VeVAIHK aI~KAROm Ki BHALi Ki IFØi KE lK Vĥ YA @SSE aI~K Ki 

aVI~ KE BAD bi DONOm PXOm KE BiC VeVAIHK aI~KAROm Ki BHALi N HÙ ^ HO| 

PRNi INENILIkT aA~AR PR TLAK LE SKTi He - 

(12) 1955 KE aI~INYM aAREb HONE SE PHLE PIT NE DOBARA IVVAH KR ILYA tA 

YA @SKi KO`^ a$Y PRNi YAICKAKTÂ KE IVVAH KE SMY JiIVT ti| 

(13) YID IVVAH KE BAD PIT BLARKAR, GUDA MetuN YA PAsIVKTA KA aPRA~i HO| 

(14) ~ARA 125 KE THT YA IH$Du DÙkK aoR bRn-POhn aI~INYM, 1956 KE 

a$TĜT YID PIT KE IkLAp bRn-POhn KE aADEs PAS HONE KE lK Vh ̂YA 
@SSE aI~K Ki aVI~ TK SHVAS N HUaA HO|   

(15) YID YAICKAKTA ̂KA 15 Vh ̂Ki @Mr SE PHLE IVVAH HUaA HO aoR YID @SNE 
15 Vĥ SE 18 Vh^ Ki @Mr KE BiC MEm IVVAH KA k.FN KR IDYA HO| 

PrzN  RiIT-IRVAJOm KE THT TLAK? 

mrj  IH$Du IVVAH aI~INYM Ki ~ARA 29 RiIT-IRVAJ KE THT TLAK KO bi 
MA$YTA DETi He PR$TU lESE RiIT IRVAJOm KA aNUPALN lK LEBE SMY SE 

LGATAR HONA CAIHl| YH INYM INIzCT HONA CAIHl aoR SAV^JINK NiIT 
KE IV&% NHim HONA CAIHl| 

PrzN  D;k IH$Du IVVAH aI~INYM KE a$TĜT IVVAH KE lK Vĥ KE biTR YAICKA 
DAYR NHim Ki JA SKTi? 

mrj  HAv, aDALT Ki aNUMIT KE aLAVA, IH$Du IVVAH aI~INYM KE a$TG^T IVVAH 
KE lK Vh^ KE biTR YAICKA DAYR NHim Ki JA SKTi| 

PrzN  TLAK Ki IFØi KE PAS HONE KE BAD OYIDT KB DuSRA IVVAH KR SKTA 

He? 

mrj  JB TLAK Ki IFØi KE }ARA IVVAH KO bmG IKYA JATA He, @SKE BAD YID 

IFØi KE IkLAp aPiL KRNE KA aI~KAR N HO aoR YID aPiL KRNE KE 

aI~KAR KA SMY SMAIT HO GYA HO aoR YID aPiL Pr_TUT Ki G`̂ HO 

IK$TU aPiL KO kAIRJ KR IDYA GYA He, TO IKSi bi PX KE ILl DOBARA 
IVVAH KRNA Ve~ HOGA| 
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8. What are the provisions regarding grant of interim maintenance? 

Ans. Where it appears to Court that the wife or the husband, as the case may 

be, has no independent income sufficient for his/her support and the 

necessary expenses of the proceedings, it may grant interim maintenance 

to the applicant. 

9. What are the provision regarding permanent alimony? 

Ans. At the time of passing of decree or at any time subsequent thereto the 

Court on application made by either party, order that the other party shall 

pay to the applicant for his/her maintenance and support, a gross sum or 

such monthly or periodical sums as may seem to the Court to be just. 

10. Which Authority is competent to grant the decree of divorce and 

what is the procedure to be followed? 

Ans. The petition for divorce is to be filed before the District Court:-  

1. Where the marriage was solemnized. 

2. Where respondent resides. 

3. Where the parties to the marriage last resided together. 

4. In case the wife is the petitioner, where she is residing on the date 

of presentation of petition. 

11. Are customary marriages such as Kreva marriage valid? 

Ans. The Hindu Marriage can be solemnized in accordance with customary 

rights and ceremonies of either party thereto.  So, customary marriages 

such as Kreva marriages, where such customs are recognized can be a 

valid marriage if there is no violation of any other provision of the Act. 
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PrzN  DYA `S aI~INYM KE a$TĜT a$TIRM GUJARA-bTA KA PrAV~AN He ? 

mrj  YID $YAYALY KO LGE IK PIT YA PRNi Ki lESi _VTmQ aAY NHim He @SKA 

GUJARA HO SKE aoR KES KE aAVzYK kĈ SHN KR SKE, TO aAVEDK KO 
a$TIRM GUJARA bTA IDYA JA SKTA He|  

PrzN  D;k _tA`̂ ToR PR INVAĤ-OYY PANE KE ILl PrAV~AN Hem ? 

mrj  DAVA PAIRT KRNE KE SMY YA @SKE BAD IKSi PX KE aAVEDN PR, 
$YAYALY aADEs PAIRT KR SKTA He IK DuSRA PX aAVEDK KO INVÂH-OYY 

KE ILl lK SKL RAIs DEGA, YA MAISK YA lK INIzCT a$TRAL PR 
bUGTAN KREGA, JeSA $YAYALY Ki DÌ"W MEm @ICT HO| 

PrzN KoN SA PrAI~KRn TLAK Ki IFØi DENE MEm SXM HOTA He aoR DYA PrIØYA 
aPNA`̂ JATi He ? 

mrj  TLAK KE ILl @S IJLA aDALT MEm YAICKA Di JA SKTi He - 

d½ tgk¡ fookg gqvk FkkA 

[k½ tgk¡ izfroknh jgrk gSA  

x½ tgk¡ ifr vkSj iRuh nksuksa fookg ds le; lkFk jgrs FksA  

?k½ ;fn iRuh ;kfpdkdrkZ gS og ;kfpdk dh izLrqfr ds fnu tgk¡ ij 
jg jgh gSaA 

PrzN  DYA IRVAJ KE aNUKuL HONE VALE IVVAH, JeSE Ø EVA IVVAH, MA$Y Hem ? 

mrj  IH$Du IVVAH IKSi lK PX KE RiIT-IRVAJOm KE aNUSAR IKYA JA SKTA He| 
`SILl PrtAGT IVVAH, JeSE ØEVA IVVAH, MA$Y IVVAH Hem JHAv lESE IRVAJ 

MA$Y Hem aoR YID aI~INYM KE IKSi bi PrAV~AN KA @YLmgN N HO| 


